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Left: The High Sheriff and his Cadet, Sergeant
Jamie McDonald of the Air Training Corps

Racing around Rutland
As with all High Sheriffs, my year
started with my Declaration. In Rutland
we perform the ceremony in Oakham
Castle, which is the perfect size to hold a
sensible number of guests. I had decided
that I wanted a High Sheriff ’s Cadet
during my year and, after clearing it with
the Lord-Lieutenant, asked the local Air
Training Corps to nominate a suitable
individual. There were a few delays along
the way, but finally the immaculately smart
Sergeant Jamie McDonald was nominated,
and he can be seen in the picture of us
both against the backdrop of the horseshoes
that adorn the walls of the castle. Jamie
has since left to join the Grenadier Guards,
and I now have a new cadet, Warrant
Officer Beth Bloor, who was previously the
Lord-Lieutenant’s Cadet. There can be few
if any other cadets who have served both
a Lord-Lieutenant and a High Sheriff. If
High Sheriffs are wondering whether or
not to have a cadet, I strongly recommend
doing so – not so much for your benefit,
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but rather for the interest and benefit of
the individual chosen.
The High Sheriff of Leicestershire,
Richard Clowes, and I decided to get
our fundraising activities off to a start
by organising a Charity Racenight at
Leicester Racecourse. The evening was a
great success, and we raised over £36,000
for the five charities we had nominated.
One of these was the new High Sheriff
of Rutland’s Fund, which I had recently
set up in aid of voluntary organisations
for young people, and of the elderly
suffering from isolation and poverty. I
hope to raise more for the Fund in the
near future by inviting those in receipt of
the Winter Fuel Payment to donate it for
the benefit of those in greater need than
themselves. Other fundraising activities
in which I am involved are for the benefit
of Warning Zone, the local charity raising
risk awareness amongst 11-year-olds, and
the Children’s Air Ambulance.
A great local charity is Rutland

Sailability, which provides sailing on
Rutland Water for those with physical
disabilities or learning needs. There are
dinghies, trimarans and day boats all
modified to allow those with reduced
mobility to sail as helms or as passengers,
and if they feel like it, to race. The
attached picture shows me helping to
launch a trimaran with a centre-mounted
bucket seat for a disabled sailor, and an
additional seat to one side for an ablebodied assistant.
In this year of the centenary of the
start of the Great War, Rutland has been
very active with commemorative parades,
a museum display, a website and the
updating and reprinting of the book
Rutland and the Great War, which lists
all those who fought and those who died.
I am now embarking on a programme
of visits to all the primary schools in the
county to display items of memorabilia
and to highlight the sacrifices made.
Plans for the future include hosting
the Area Regional Conference at the
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight,
organising a Rutland Diocesan Service in
Peterborough Cathedral and arranging
a fundraising evening at the National
Space Centre in Leicester. Once those
are all finished, it will be time to decide
which charities and activities to carry on
supporting next year when I have a bit
more time.

Air

Commodore
Miles Williamson-Noble

High Sheriff of Rutland 2014-2015

The High Sheriff with Rutland Sailability’s
adapted trimaran

A wild reception
My Declaration ceremony witnessed the
arrival of not only myself as the new High Sheriff,
but also a new Under Sheriff, a new Honorary
Recorder and a High Court Judge who had never
previously conducted a Declaration ceremony. What
could possibly go wrong?
My trepidation was, of course, unfounded. Our
joint lack of expertise seemed only to enhance the
collective enthusiasm and enjoyment of the event,
strongly felt by those of us taking part and amply
reflected by all who attended. The wonderful
atmosphere of that day set a memorable tone which
I hope will endure throughout my year – a year that
is likely to be a chapter in our lives totally unlike
any other, as readers of these pages will understand.
My wife Julia suggested the Yorkshire Wildlife
Park, now the fastest-growing attraction in the United
Kingdom, as a venue for our summer reception. Here
we could host 350 regional guests, comprising civic

Below: Residents and
guests at our reception at
the Yorkshire Wildlife Park

Panel (clockwise: Guests
with Johnny and Vanessa
Towers at their valedictory
dinner
Presenting his staff of
office to the new Under
Sheriff’
New British Citizens from
four countries at Sheffield
Town Hall

leaders, judges and magistrates, prison governors,
charity workers and business leaders. Such a venue
was not without risk. The mean-looking four-legged
occupants were supplemented by some mean-looking
isobars on the weather chart. Fortunately the Park
responded to the evening sunshine by putting on a
stunning and informative show. It was a wonderfully
convivial occasion, although one of my grandchildren
was overheard remonstrating with fellow guests about
the lack of penguins. Clearly you can’t please all of the
people all of the time!
I was very proud indeed to present Court Awards
to three citizens from our county, all of whom were
instrumental in helping the authorities secure arrests
and convictions following violent assaults. The
bravery each demonstrated, and the importance of
the role they all played in such unpredictable and
spontaneous moments, cannot help but make the
rest of us wonder ‘What would I have done?’
The citizenship ceremonies are another part of
the rich tapestry of the High Sheriff ’s duties. They
never fail to provide a regular source of immense
satisfaction and frequent amusement. While it
is true that difficulties within the Passport Office
have resulted in reduced numbers at some of
these ceremonies, the silver lining is that it affords
the opportunity to learn more about each of the
individuals who are rightly awarded citizenship.
Each of them has a story to tell, frightening,
fascinating or inspiring – usually a mixture of all
three. It is a privilege as High Sheriff to hear these
stories and be part of this process.

John Bramah
High Sheriff South Yorkshire 2014-15
In April, we bade farewell to the
indefatigable Johnny Towers. During
his long 27-year tenure as Under
Sheriff of South Yorkshire, Johnny,
together with his wife Vanessa,
has become an enthusiastic,
colourful and innate part of
our shrieval fabric. They were
joined by past High Sheriffs at a
valedictory dinner in the magnificent
surroundings of the Neill Room
at the Cutlers’ Hall in Sheffield.
As the current High Sheriff, I
had the good fortune of hosting
this special evening, which Julia
and I hoped would be a stylish
and entertaining tribute worthy
of Johnny and Vanessa’s warmth

and exuberance throughout their
years of service. I hope the
dinner demonstrated a heartfelt
appreciation of their long friendship.
As Johnny’s successor we
are delighted to welcome Rob
Chitoriski from Penistone. Now
retired, Rob has served for many
years as Court Solicitor to the
Magistrates in South Yorkshire.
He is well known and highly
regarded by the Justices and many
previous High Sheriffs. His wealth
of experience of court life will
be of great value to all incoming
High Sheriffs in South Yorkshire,
myself included. We wish him
good fortune in his new role.
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