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www.nickcoxarchitects.co.uk

Nick Cox Architects combines experience and expertise in the 77 Heyford Park
field of conservation with an enthusiasm for new design. We are Upper Heyford
currently working on several new build projects in historic contexts Oxfordshire
including a new music school. We are also advising on architectural OX25 5HD

matters for the National Trust and Churches Conservation Trust as
well as at Blenheim Palace, Woburn Abbey, Wells Cathedral, Haddon Tel: 01869 238092
Hall and a number of other private houses. info@nickcoxarchitects.co.uk
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Since being called upon by Queen Vicroria o design Courr and Milicary
Uniforms, Henry Poole & Co has maintained a proud rradition of wiloring o
the highest standards, Our specification for Velver Coure Diress has remained
unchanged since the 1920°,

You are invired 1o inspect examples of our Shrieval Dress at our Savile Row
premises, where we shall be happy w quore for supplying Gentlemans and
Ladies Court Uniforms and all accessories.

15 Savile Row London W18 3P]
T: 020 7734 5985 F: 020 7287 2161 E-mail: ofice@henrypoole.com
Websire www.henrypoole.com
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From the

Editor

WHAT AN active bunch the 2014 sheriffs were. It is fascinating reading
the end-of-term reports to see how individually High Sheriffs approach the
responsibilities and expectations of their appointment, operating over such

a wide variety of town and country, metropolitan and non-metropolitan.
While shrieval participation in major national celebrations or commemorations is generally

covered in most articles, it is interesting to see what other themes emerge each year. It is tempting
to suggest a quiz to ensure the magazine is read from cover to cover. Last year cycling sheriffs were
so evident that bicycles seem to have been a favourite mode of transport for getting round their
counties, and an antidote to shrieval feasting. A bike maintenance and hire project inspired by a
High Sheriff created jobs and training. Others enjoyed driving tanks and riding in point-to-points.

High Sheriffs are lucky to find themselves often in atmospheric buildings and this issue reports
them visiting Waterhouse's terracotta masterpiece which inspired the term 'red-brick university',
Soane's most complete surviving country house and a vast mansion filled to the brim with
volunteers. Cathedrals, hosting most legal services, have inspired High Sheriffs with 'their quiet
Christian influence... under their soaring vaults', and in the past shrieval year have witnessed
the reinterment of King Richard III and dancing strictly for their funds. How cool is that? One
young person, the recipient of a National Crimebeat award, thought his nominating High Sheriff
was 'totally cool' — another aspiration for future High Sheriffs.

Hugh Tollemache, the Council member responsible for the Association's website, hopes to have
much of a members' dedicated area complete by the seminar for High Sheriffs in nomination
on 3 July. He is asking members to try it out and pass on to him any comments that they might
have. The website will include articles of interest from previous magazines, for sale and wanted
court dress advertisements, advice on court dress and what to wear and when, questions and
answers, photographs which may be useful for presentations and useful contacts. Members will
receive the password by email once the site is running.

2015 marks many anniversaries of historical importance — Magna Carta, Agincourt and
Waterloo — and I hope that members may cover these in the next two issues of the magazine.
One of the great interests and joys of the shrievalty is that every year produces significant new
initiatives and celebrations which make each High Sheriff's year special.

Al aes D

Andrew Wells, Hon Editor, Kent 2005-06
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of Forthéoming Events

Seminar for High Sheriffs
in nomination for the
years 2016 and 2017
Friday 3 July

The 2015 Seminar for High Sheriffs

in nomination will be held at Burghley
House, Stamford, Lincolnshire on
Friday 3 July 2015. Details of the
programme and speakers, together
with application forms, were sent in
mid-May 2015 to all High Sheriffs

in nomination for 2016 and 2017.

The Red Mass
Thursday 1 October

at 9.30am

The annual Roman Catholic Mass
will be held at Westminster Cathedral
to celebrate the start of the legal
year. There will be a ticket-only
reception in the Throne Room
after the Mass. To obtain tickets
contact Linda Helm by email at:
member@dhelm.freeserve.co.uk.

The Ladies' Luncheon
Thursday 8 October

The annual Ladies' Luncheon will be
held on Thursday 8 October 2015

at the Royal Thames Yacht Club in
Knightsbridge, London. Reminders have
already been sent (with full details later)
to those ladies who are in nomination
by the organiser, Council member
Elizabeth Hunter, whose email address
is: elizahunter1964@gmail.com.

44th Annual General
Meeting and Luncheon
Wednesday 4 November

The Association's 44th AGM and
luncheon will be held at Drapers' Hall,
Throgmorton Street, London EC2 2DQ
on Wednesday 4 November 2015. The
agenda and papers for the AGM and
application forms for the luncheon

will be sent to all members of the
Association in mid-September 2015.

The Nomination of

future High Sheriffs
Thursday 12 November

at 2.00pm

The Ceremony of the Nomination

of High Sheriffs will take place on
Thursday 12 November 2015 in Court
4 (the Lord Chief Justice's Court) at

the Royal Courts of Justice, Strand,
London WC2A 2LL. At this ceremony
the names of those nominated for the
Office of High Sheriff for the years 2016,
2017 and 2018 will be read out in court.
Following the court ceremony, and for
all those attending, the Association

will hold a tea party nearby between
3.00pm and 4.30pm. The Secretary

will be writing in September to all

High Sheriffs in nomination for 2016
and for 2017 inviting them to attend.
Court space is limited. This function
provides a good opportunity for those
in nomination to meet each other. It
may be possible to accommodate

a few 2018 nominees, subject to

the capacity limits of the court, if
proposers wish to contact the Secretary
with the details of any nominee.
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP

Report on Eastern Region meeting — 27 February 2015

Preparing

for otfice

*¢ Deborah Inskip
High Sheriff of Bedfordshire 2013-14

EDFORDSHIRE WAS the proud

host of this year’s Eastern Region

meeting for High Sheriffs in

nomination for the next three years
and their consorts, held at the very beautiful
Moggerhanger Park. We were joined by a
number of Under Sheriffs too.

We were fortunate to have four current High
Sheriffs present who covered a variety of topics
including ‘preparing for office’, ‘managing your
time in office’ and ‘what sort of support do you
need?” There was much note-taking going on and
it was clear that the audience was gaining a useful
understanding of the challenges and opportunities
that lay ahead. The detailed questions which
followed gave the speakers an added opportunity to
share their varied experiences of life as High Sheriffs.

The Chief Constable of Bedfordshire, Colette
Paul, gave us a valuable insight into the potential
and mutually beneficial relationship between the
police and the Shrievalty. During her talk she
touched on the support given to her by High
Sheriffs and said that she really appreciated having
a confidential ear and sounding board to discuss
any tricky issues arising in the county. In many
cases it meant that High Sheriffs were able to dispel
worries and concerns that members of the public
may have discussed with them.

High Sheriff | Summer 2015




As a relatively new trustee of National
Crimebeat, I then talked about the role of the
organisation and how it could benefit each High
Sheriff. As you may know, this is the youth crime
prevention charity of the High Sheriffs’ Association
and it holds an annual awards ceremony in
London. It is a relatively simple and very enjoyable
role for a High Sheriff to nominate a project for
an award and this can have a great impact on
young people and their families. It also provides
an interesting topic for a High Sheriff to raise
when visiting schools, universities, police cadets
and other cadet organisations. It is important
to appreciate that National Crimebeat awards
complement rather than replace any award system
that individual High Sheriffs have in place.

The morning session concluded with a question
session which generated plenty of interest and a
very healthy discussion before lunch. Indeed, it
proved quite difficult to get everyone’s attention so
that a group photograph could be taken to record
the historic gathering!

Around 40 of us sat down to lunch and the
team at Moggerhanger could not have given us a
warmer welcome nor looked after us any better.
Everyone enjoyed seeing this beautiful country
house, and the lovely large rooms with their
far-reaching vistas were a great venue for the
meeting. Lunch was absolutely delicious and the
service faultless, with happy discussion continuing

throughout it. The house was designed by Sir

REGIONAL ROUNDUP

Report on Eastern Region meeting — 27 February 2015

John Soane in 1792 and is recognised as the most
complete surviving example of his work. His
client was Godfrey Thornton, Governor of the
Bank of England (1793-95) and High Sheriff of
Bedfordshire in 1803.

In the afternoon the graveyard shift was
bravely taken by Geoff Lambert, Chairman of
Bedfordshire and Luton Community Foundation.
He rose to the challenge and gave a very interesting
talk — no drooping eyelids were spotted. The
Community Foundations across the Eastern Region
work closely together so Geoff was able to make it
relevant to all six counties. In many counties, the
Community Foundations support the High Sheriff
with their awards ceremony and help identify
possible recipients of a High Sheriff's Award.

We then enjoyed hearing from James Williams,
Honorary Secretary of the High Sheriffs'
Association and Under Sheriff for Hertfordshire.
He gave very useful information about the
Association, Magna Carta and how the High
Sheriff can be involved as the returning officer in a
general election. The timing of both of these events
during the next High Sheriffs' years gave great
relevance to this information.

It was a real pleasure to host the day and meet
all those in nomination. From their very kind
e-mails and lovely comments, it is great to know
that they absorbed so much from the meeting. I
think the Eastern Region is going to be in very safe
shrieval hands over the coming years.

e T

~

SRS E S

Opposite page: Court
dress for Lady High
Sheriffs displayed at
the Eastern Regional
meeting

Above: Delegates at
the Eastern Regional
meeting enjoy a quick
break before lunch -
Deborah Inskip (6th
from left)

Summer 2015 | High Sheriff

7



Alring views

Miles Williamson-Noble and High Sheriffs in nomination, C47 Dakota in D-Day markings. The
High Sheriff of Rutland 2014-15 together with their spouses and the conference was organised by the High
day’s speakers. Sheriff of Rutland, and the counties
HE PICTURE shows The conference was held on 22 included were Derbyshire, Leicestershire,
those attending the 2014 October at the Battle of Britain Memorial Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire,
East Midlands Regional Flight at RAF Coningsby in Lincolnshire. Nottinghamshire and Rutland for the
Conference of High Sheriffs The aircraft in the background is a years 2014, 2015 and 2016.
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP

Wales Annual Regional Conference

TOPICS COVERED ON THE DAY WERE:

* Reports by the current High Sheriffs
on fundraising, travel, office support,
press relations, the judiciary and the
police

* Probation service and community
rehabilitation companies by the
Deputy Director Midlands Division

* High Sheriffs' Association matters
of moment by Bill Shelford of the
Association Council

* Role of the High Sheriff’s consort by a

past High Sheriff’s wife

-"i _a. |!; )

___

* Role of the police and crime

commissioner by the Leicestershire and

Rutland PCC

* National Honours and Awards by
the Cabinet Office East Midlands
Outreach Co-ordinator

* Justice and other church services by
the precentor of Southwell Minster

* Followed by a Q&A session using
questions asked at other regional
conferences

Wales Annual
Regional Conference
for High Sheriffs

in nomination
November 2014

o ] Anthony Tal-
illiams'MBE JP DL
High Sheriff of Mid Glamorgan 2009-10

Llangoed Hall, Powys - a grand
country house sitting majestically on
what was once the site of the original
White Palace, the first parliament of
Wales; later a monastery then a private
house and now a country hotel, it is
the preferred permanent conference
centre for the regional meetings of the
High Sheriffs of Wales.

The High Sheriffs’ Association has
encouraged the setting up of more
localised meetings. 2014 has seen
Wales deliver its fifth to which current
High Sheriffs and those in nomination
of all counties in Wales were invited
to share their experiences. Elinor
Jones spoke very entertainingly with
a detailed account of the role during
her first six months as High Sheriff of
Dyfed.

We welcomed our guest speakers
Mr Peter Vaughan DL, Chief Constable
of South Wales, whose address
was 'Policing in the 21st century';

Lt Colonel Andrew Tuggey DL (High
Sheriff of Gwent 2015), who spoke on
the varying tasks and preparations

to celebrate the forthcoming 800th
Anniversary of the Magna Carta; and
Bill Shelford, High Sheriffs’ Association
Regional Co-ordinator, who detailed
the supporting role of the Association.

The remainder of our rather full day’s
programme included group sessions
and answering many questions
covering all aspects of the role.

My sincere thanks go to everyone
who attended - our guest speakers,
Under Sheriffs, Anne Morgan
(Association Council member) for her
valued input, and the staff at Llangoed
Hall.

Wales’s next regional meeting will be
held on November 26 2015.
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NATIONAL CRIMEBEAT

AWARDS 2015

¢ Andrew Morgan,
Vice Chair, National
Crimebeat

Greater London 2009-10, Council Member

HE ANNUAL National
Crimebeat Awards took
place as usual in the Royal
National Hotel on 11
March. This year Alex and Richard
Walduck generously offered us the
Galleon Suite which everybody thought
was a wonderful venue and it has
already been booked for next year. The
ceremony passed off very successfully.
In the Category A Awards (for those
who start their own project and then
develop it), there was a joint first prize.
Warwickshire and West Yorkshire were
each awarded a £1,000 prize. Twenty-one
students from Kenilworth became aware
of ‘sexting’ when a fellow student became
a victim. They made a DVD warning
of the dangers of sending inappropriate
personal images on social media. The
DVD is used to raise awareness with
parents and young people. In Dewsbury,
West Yorkshire, a group of young Muslims
met at the ‘Kumon Y’all’ youth club. They

Warwickshire/We are Youth with Clare Hopkinson, High Sheriff
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wished to put a stop to racism and violent
clashes between their community (Savile
Town), and the neighbouring community
(Thornhill) and they spent 2,000 hours
planning a football fun day. It was highly
successful and 40 teams took part, raising
£4,600 for Macmillan Cancer Support.
This is now set to become an annual event.

The second prize (£500) went to
Kent. A group of sixth formers from a
school council in Gravesham recognised
that mental health issues among young
people were the cause of much antisocial
behaviour and crime. They formed a
mentoring group in the school and
then went on to deliver this through
a community project called SAFE.

The third prize (£250) went to East
Sussex. While attending the Respond
Academy in St Leonards, a group of
young people came up with the idea of
designing six radio programmes focused
on staying safe from a young person’s
perspective. Much of the information
was drawn from their own experiences.
The programmes were so successful
that the radio station wanted more
programmes and 15 were made in total.

All the prizes in this category were

presented by the President of the High
Sheriffs Association, Julian Avery. In
the Category B Awards (for those with
projects that were started by others but
were developed, managed and delivered
by the groups), the High Sheriff of
Greater London, Kevin McGrath,
presented the cheques and certificates.
The first prize went to Merseyside.
Sixty-three young people attended
the ‘Emotions’ project in which they
devised, scripted, choreographed
and acted in a play show-casing the
dangers of bullying, sexting, gun and
knife crime, as well as loneliness and
alcoholism. They have performed the
play to over 2,300 young people.
Second prize went to Nottinghamshire.
Year 10 pupils at six secondary schools

West Yorkshire/Let's UNITE, with Julian Avery, Association President

(above) and Barbara Wilding, National Crimebeat Chair (inset)
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NATIONAL CRIMEBEAT

Young people creating safer communities

competed to produce and deliver the
best awareness-raising campaign to
promote a healthy lifestyle, challenge
the social acceptability of alcohol and
create safer communities. The campaigns
were presented in a ‘Dragons' Den’
style competition and the winner’s
campaign was rolled out across all
local schools and nationally via the
Community Alcohol Partnerships.
Over 1,200 students have seen, and
been made aware of, the campaign.

The third prize went to Cumbria.
A young group used police statistics
to discover that crime and anti-social
behaviour increased in those communities
which lacked facilities for young people.
With some funding and help from mayors
and town councils, they advertised and
gave presentations on events planned for
the summer holidays. Schools, colleges,
youth clubs and the media were all
targeted and the result was a significant
drop in crime and anti-social behaviour.

There was also a special award this
year for a group which didn't fit into
either category but which the judges
felt deserved to be honoured for its
contribution to community safety.
Jeremy Burton, Chairman of the High
Sheriffs’ Association, presented this to the
Metropolitan Volunteer Police Cadets,
Central Team. They co-ordinated over 500
cadets in preventing crime focused on other
young people. They provided property
marking, crime prevention surgeries, advice
on internet fraud and on safeguarding
personal property. These operations were
carried out in vulnerable communities
by the cadets and it had a huge impact
on community confidence and safety.

For the first time this year several
of the groups decided to communicate
with each other after the event without
any prompting from the organisers.
This is a very happy turn of events
and helps to prove why these National
Crimebeat Awards are so meaningful to
young people across the whole country.
The Merseyside group (Emotions) are
visiting Nottinghamshire (Dragons’ Den)
to collaborate on a project, and West
Yorkshire’s ‘Kumon Y’all’ hope to make
a film with them all about what it is like
to be a young Muslim in today’s society.

Kent/SAFE, with Hugo Fenwick, High Sheriff
(centre back)

Cumbria/Something for the Summer, with Kevin
McGrath, High Sheriff of Greater London (centre)

There were many more applicants
this year and the standard was so high
that it became difficult to decide on the
winners. The judges (some of whom were
last year’s prizewinners) had to deliberate
long and hard. All finalists have a trip
round London in an open-topped bus
after lunch followed by a ride on the
London Eye. There were 74 finalists
this year. Congratulations to them all.

One of the finalists was part of the East
Sussex group called ‘Responding Plus’. His
name is Danny Rowe, a homeless boy from
St Leonards who froze at the ceremony and
felc unable to get up on stage to perform
his rap. This is what he wrote afterwards:

I am 15, I was 10 years old when

East Sussex/Respond Academy (Danny Rowe,
right)

Nottinghamshire/Dragons Den style, with Kevin
McGrath, High Sheriff of Greater London (centre)

1 was excluded from school then 1
was placed in an EBD School on
Seaford and until I was 14 I was in
and out of Alternate Education.

I struggled ro settle in any of them
even though I have had loads of support
Jfrom them I didn’t really appreciate most
of it. Then I came to Respond Academy.
I found my passion for music and found
a new way to express my feelings this
has helped me get on. I have learned
to calm myself and express myself more
appropriately. This has helped me to
settle more in other school places I attend.
Plus I go to Respond Academy workshops
and I've been to a few events in different
places with them, this means I have met

Merseyside/Emotions,
| with Kevin McGrath,
High Sheriff of Greater
London (centre)
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NATIONAL CRIMEBEAT

Young people creating safer communities
C

Jeremy Burton presenting the award to Katie Penn, manager of the Metropolitan Volunteer Police
Cadets, Central Team

different kinds of young and older people —
altogether it has helped me change my life.
I was very nervous on the prospects
of attending because I didn’t know
what to expect or what kind of
people were going to be there.
Pablo, Jc and 8 of us went up in
a minibus we were stuck in traffic
and got there 10 minutes late.
When we walked into the hotel
and saw everyone sitting down at
big tables and I saw the big stage

it made me even niore nervous.

RAP

The_minute people
rt_eallsed I was 3
big kid who coylg

And never receive g

Enough js enough

1 sat next to a lady and when we were
called to go on stage I couldn’t move — she
was very kind. Jc said I had written my
lyrics and gave them to her to read.

1 felt bad that 1 left the others to do
it on stage and that made us change our
whole presentation but I couldn’t help it.

The High Sheriff of East Sussex
Chris Gebbie was on our table he was
totally cool and made us all really
welcome. It turned out the lady was his
wife Vanessa Gebbie, she's a writer. She
showed my lyrics to everyone and was
really impressed she asked if she could
put them on her blog page I said yes.

].“'] ATiCTI J‘
Crimebeat
]

The place was posh and nobody
apart from our group was like us and
that made us feel uncomfortable, bur
really there was no need. Different
youth groups from different parts of
the country did their presentations and
another group did a dance performance.
We were called up to receive our Award
Jfor outstanding contribution to helping
reduce crime. Ollie, Dan, Cherrie, Hjade,
Michelle and myself went and collected our
Award and we got certificates and medals.
After the ceremony we went into the
hotel for a big lunch, then we piled into
a London tour bus. The bus announcer
was very funny - & then we went on to
the London Eye. We were in the same
EYE POD as the Police Cadets and they
made me feel comfortable (but they looked
different wearing their normal clothes and
that made me look at them differently)
and a couple of Lady High Sheriffs
and they made me feel comfortable.
Overall I found the whole experience
a positive learning experience in how to
handle myself around people I am not used
to being around and how to conduct myself
and I hope we can link up with some of
the other groups they should come and see
our project. I really hope we can and keep
up a relationship with the High Sheriffs.
I found out today that the wife of the
High Sheriff, Vanessa Gebbie, has used
my lyrics on her personal writing blog.
1 am so happy that the trip wasn’t wasted
(I wrote all this with support from
Natalie, a Tutor at Respond Academy)
Danny

single ounce of | day until one g

St ove ay I .

till | turned roung and Woke up and reajiseq MUS’IC S my life, and
said that’s it, crime isn’t the way, that's why | choose it

Back then | was a

confused little kid, so |

Becaus
e
I turneq round focuseq on m
Y music,

People
Ple woulqg stop and walkeq away, that’s

turning roung ang

the reason | can talk
the way | talk today,
See, | was taught

to be a criminal ang
commit Crimes every

labelling Mme as 3 thug

After that day | woulg
go h_ome and never
réceive a kiss of hug
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Mus_ic is like therapy
helpmg me and that’s
why | yse it, so now

I been given this
opportunity I’m not
going to abyse it.

Danny Rowe aged
15 from Respong
Academy, St
Leonard!s.o,,_ Sea

!



Warning Zone
- the new venue
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WARNING ZONE -

HIGH SHERIFF-LED

IT ALL started in 1994 when Leicestershire became the second
county to set up Crimebeat. With the support of the chief
constable, who provided a full-time police officer as project
manager, Crimebeat became firmly established. The police
were keen to introduce proactive safety education for primary
age children so it was natural that Crimebeat took the project
in hand. It was named Safety Squad. With the help of various
agencies (fire, police, road safety and the utilities) it was
launched in September 1996 in a field just outside Leicester. It
was able to run for two weeks and was an immediate success
with children and teachers.

The cry went up - can we come back next year? Here was the
problem. Maximum capacity was about 900 pupils over the two
weeks. However, there are approximately 10,000 children in Year
6 in Leicester City, Leicestershire and Rutland, so only a small
percentage could take part in the experience. Something had to be
done to enable all pupils in the age group to attend as they came
to their final year in primary education. The solution - an indoor
centre able to operate throughout the school year. Several had
already been established in other parts of the UK, notably in Milton
Keynes, Bristol and Glasgow, but nothing in the East Midlands.

In 2001 Leicestershire and Rutland Crimebeat became a charity
in its own right. The trustees, then all ex-High Sheriffs or serving
High Sheriffs, looked at the viability of a permanent safety centre.
Plans were made and leasehold premises found in 2004 at Syston,
north of Leicester, an ideal location close to main transport routes.
With financial responsibilities building on the shoulders of the
trustees, a not-for-profit company was incorporated and fundraising
commenced. Again, with the help of the agencies, scenarios were
designed and built and the first children arrived in 2006.

In parallel with providing the hardware, plans had to be
made to create a volunteer force to lead pupils through their
experience. No one had any background here. However, we were
fortunate that a recently retired community police officer joined
the team and set about finding out how to recruit, organise and
train the volunteers. He did a fantastic job from scratch.

All was going swimmingly until the bombshell fell. Our
landlords wanted their factory back. The final parties of children
went through Syston in summer 2009. The search for new
premises started. The trustees felt strongly that never again
should the charity be put in this position. The new building had to
be freehold - easier said than done. We had no money and there
were few or no suitable properties on the market. After several
false starts, in desperation our surveyor took us to a run-down,
near-derelict factory close to the city centre. It would work. We
bought it and the long process of renovation got under way.

It was not until September 2011 that we were ready to go again.

HRH fhe Princess Ro{(al discussing i
the_dangers of drugs‘and alcohol

AN OUTSTANDING
CHARITY

By now we were rebranded Warning Zone. The volunteer team was
re-invigorated and we were off. The big event came in July 2012 when
we were honoured to have HRH The Princess Royal performing the
formal opening of the Warning Zone in its own new building.

Children arrive at the Zone and start with a briefing from the
visit manager who establishes their level of relevant knowledge
through a simple question and answer session. They see a short
introductory film setting the scene for the visit. Split into groups of
five or six children, led by a volunteer, each group will experience
scenarios dealing with: dangers of electricity; drugs and alcohol;
fire and arson; personal safety; railways; risk in building sites; road
safety; safety in the home; water risks. The emphasis is on total
participation. This is quite a tough interactive experience with no
let-up. Much is made of antisocial behaviour, peer pressure and
preparation for the move from cosy primary to big secondary
school. Throughout the visit every child has to estimate the degree
of risk in each activity. The visit ends with a debriefing when the
visit manager determines what has been learnt.

Now to the numbers: in the academic year 2013-14, 8,129
children came to the Zone. In 2014-2015 the figure will be close to
8,500. A continuous process of evaluation takes place to determine
the lessons learnt. We continue to receive rave reviews from
teachers and we believe strongly that the reduction locally in crime,
fire incidents, and injuries has much to thank Warning Zone for.

Funding is a constant headache. It costs £250,000 per
annum to run the Zone. Support in the shape of an officer from
Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service is invaluable; particularly
since the onset of government cutbacks, support from other
public bodies is limited to help from the police and the City of
Leicester. We have to do our own fundraising. The High Sheriffs
of Leicestershire and Rutland run fantastic events every year.

So where do we go from here? The next major project has started
- the Internet Safety Zone. This will be a standalone experience
aimed not only at our core Year 6 group but also at teenagers and
parents. We hope to have it up and running this summer.

An immense amount of work has been put in by many to
establish and run Warning Zone - too many to name individually.
However, mention has to be made of Robin Murray-Philipson
(Leicestershire 1993-94), who started the whole thing, and
Richard Everard (Leicestershire 2002-03) who continues to be the
bedrock of our fundraising. Ex-WPC Sharon Binfield-Hill was the
initial project manager and subsequently CEO until 2012 and Alan
Godber, now retired, was creator and manager of the volunteer
team. My thanks go to everyone involved.

¢ Michael Allen
Rutland 2001-02, trustee 2003-2015
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News from and about members
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Back to school

Above: Armed Forces

Day event in Bedford HAVE COME to the end of a truly
town centre with the memorable year as the High Sheriff of
Mayor Dave Hodgson, . _
the o Liautonass !Sedfordshlre.‘We .a.nd I-very- much
of Bedfordshire Mrs include my wife, Diane, in this — have
Helen Nellis and Polish enjoyed every moment of it. It has been a real
schoolchildren . .

partnership between us and Diane has attended
Right: Attempting the all but a handful of events that she has been
Rotary Club’s Wheelchair invited to. We have joked — and it’s probably
Challenge at Bedford ,
International Athletics true — that we have been together more during
Stadium the past year than in any other year of our 39

years together and it has certainly been helpful
to me having a navigator when visiting parts of
Bedfordshire that we had not been to previously.

At my installation on 3 April 2014, I mentioned
that I wanted to visit as many schools as I could
across the county during my year in office,
reflecting Diane’s interest in education as a teaching
assistant for 19 years at one of our local lower
schools and my involvement over a 20-year period
as a governor at four of my home town’s schools.
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Looking back I have undertaken some 50 visits to
schools, colleges and universities, including four
during my final ten days in office. I have covered
the whole spectrum — private schools, free school,

a school with special needs pupils, a handicapped
riders school, colleges, universities, and high, upper,
middle, junior, infant and lower schools across the
three local authorities in Bedfordshire.

Visits have included Christmas concerts,

Easter productions, plays, choral evenings, prize
presentations, award evenings, opening of a new
extension, a topping out ceremony, fetes or just a
tour of the school, including several school dinners,
together with the opening of a new school in Luton
in January by HRH the Duke of Kent. Most have,
however, involved talking with children particularly
during assemblies, in class or at debating societies.
With the younger children three questions are
almost always asked — ‘Have you met The Queen?’,
'Can you fight with the sword?” and ‘Do you

ride a horse?” However, as the children get older
the questions take on a wider range, covering the
history, role, court dress and responsibilities of a
High Sheriff and therefore several thousand school
pupils and students will know a little more about
what we do. It was really fascinating visiting my old
school of some 50 years ago and the students there
were just as interested to know what it was like
back then as I was to learn about the school now.

I have participated in many citizenship
ceremonies at the three centres in which they are
held in Bedfordshire and it has been a privilege
learning where our new citizens have come from,
how long they have lived here and the work in
which they are engaged. Our oldest new citizen was
a gentleman of 87 years of age.

I have spent a lot of time across the county
with the various Rotary Clubs. Like so many
other organisations they do great work — all
undertaken by volunteers — and I'm sure our
counties would ‘grind to a halt’ without the many
thousands who support the needy and vulnerable

News from and about members

in our communities. My involvement with the
Rotary Clubs has included talks, lunches and
dinners, a young persons’ music competition,

an environmental project, the launch of a new
bandstand project, a fundraising event for Help
for Heroes, a presentation of Children of Courage
awards and the Wheelchair Challenge Games at
Bedford’s International Athletics Stadium — it’s not
easy to steer a wheelchair as you can see.

With the commencement of World War One
centenary events in August there was no time for a
holiday as many events fell during that month — 1
had four on one day but was only able to attend
two. It was therefore fitting to present a High
Sheriff’s Award in March to the Royal British
Legion Standard Bearers who give up their time
throughout the year to attend many civic and
ceremonial events.

I have had a most enjoyable year with, perhaps,
just one regret — it went too quickly.

o¢ Colin Osborne
High Sheriff of Bedfordshire 2014-15

Above left: The High
Sheriff and Mrs Osborne
hosting a lunch for Her
Majesty’s Judges at the
Luton Crown Court

Above: On a visit to an
infant school in Luton

Below: The High Sheriff’s
shrieval tree planting
ceremony in the Marston
Vale with the incoming
High Sheriff, the Countess
of Erroll (left)
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

News from and about members

[ | [ |
Setting off from home | I I l d I I l
at the start of the
sponsored bike ride

AWN IS breaking after a wonderful

but very hectic year. As with most

retiring High Sheriffs, I have a

mixture of emotions — humility
through what I have witnessed, pleasure in
getting back to normal and, overriding it all, no
regrets about having taken on the role.

Support of law and order is what High Sheriffs
have as their traditional raison d’étre and I certainly
sought to play a full part in that sector. Charitable
activity is part of the evolving function, but it
seems to me important that wealth generation
must precede it if funding of worthwhile causes is
to come about. So, in addition to visiting prisons
(Buckinghamshire has four), police stations, courts,
the probation, fire and rescue, and ambulance
services, and 74 charities (we have more charities
per head than any other county ), I also visited some
of the county’s more unusual businesses. And truly
fascinating they were too. They ranged from the
only remaining low-tech manufacturer of vellum
and parchment in Europe to Arla’s huge state-of-
the-art dairy outside Aylesbury, and John Lewis’s
equally impressive and gigantic Milton Keynes
warehouse. Click and collect has brought about vast
expansion, and, being halfway between London
and the Midlands, Milton Keynes is ideally placed.
Perhaps most interesting of all were two high-tech
manufacturers: Martin-Baker which has a dominant
wortldwide market share in fighter aircraft ejector
seats (almost 7,500 lives saved to date) and Red Bull
Racing where some 600 young engineers beaver
away at refining every small detail of their F1 car.

Our county is also blessed with three universities,
the largest by far being the Open University, and
we also have the official country residence of the
Prime Minister and that of the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, all of which I visited. At the other end of
the scale was the Calvert landfill site. This is a bit of
an anomaly in an essentially rural county, much of
it protected by the Green Belt. Calvert is a series of
former brick clay pits and takes not only household
waste from within the county but also trainloads of
rubbish arriving each night from London, as well as
spoil from Crossrail excavations.
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Below: With our Red

Bull guide, the Mayor of
Milton Keynes and my
wife Joanna (right) in front
of the Red Bull Racing
trophy cabinet. As you
can see, this is vast. Since
our visit, someone has
smashed into the cabinet
and stolen a selection of
the contents. Some have
been recovered, but not
all.

Readers may have detected the geographer in
me from my interest in the economic fabric of
the county — and it must be noted that I did not
use satnav to find my way around. In fact, before
taking office, I had bicycled to every civil parish
in the bailiwick, of which there are 216, so I had a
fair grasp of my patch and it was a truly wonderful
means of appreciating its diversity. It was also a
good way of testing out local pubs — I clocked up
35 of those too. I continued my bicycling theme
once in office with a sponsored ride from one end
of the county to the other, raising money for our
two community foundations. That lasted five days
and en route I visited several of the wonderful
charities that are supported by the foundations.

In this ramble I have deliberately omitted
reference to all the awards ceremonies, court
sittings, mayor makings and church services that
are part of everyday shrieval life. One, however,
will forever remain fresh in the memory. It was
in one of High Wycombe’s seven mosques where

‘ The Imam went on to
announce... without
prior warning, that the High

Sheriff was going to address
the congregation

I had been asked by the Muslim Mayor to attend
his Civic Service. After a 30-minute talk the Imam
went on to announce to the assembled company,
and without prior warning, that the High Sheriff
was going to address the congregation. Now, that
did involve a bit of fast thinking. At least for the
Buddhist ceremony the previous week I had been
forewarned that I was expected to give a talk on
world peace and harmony.

o¢ Joe Barclay
High Sheriff of Buckinghamshire 2014-15
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CHESHIRE

News from and about members

An Invaluable overview

Above: With the High
Sheriff of Merseyside
(left), as joint reviewing
officers, and the Mayor of
Northwich, at the 146 Sgn
ATC Northwich graduation
parade (photo by Cadet
Sgt Indie Mackintosh)

HEN I heard about all the
things High Sheriffs no longer
do, I admit to wondering
whether there is still a
worthwhile role in the 21st century. At the end
of the year my answer is a resounding 'yes'.
Getting out and about across your county
gives an invaluable overview, creating a unique
opportunity to ‘join the dots’, facilitate
introductions, make suggestions, signpost towards
possible funding, and generally help to make things
happen. It is hard to know the value of the many
conversations you have but it is very satisfying
when, perhaps months later, you learn that your
input has made a difference. I started a website
with a news blog which, although time consuming
to keep up to date, has been surprisingly well
received. It provides a vehicle to promote the
wonderful work of many individuals and charities
and also helps a wider audience to understand what
High Sheriffs can contribute.
As well as learning about our judicial system
and supporting the work of the police and
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emergency services, I focussed on volunteers.
People don’t volunteer to be thanked but they
appreciate it when they are. From the radio
presenter aged 10 to the street pastor aged 92, I
have been so impressed with the volunteer effort
which makes such a difference within our county.
I have actively promoted volunteering wherever I
have been — from citizenship ceremonies to schools
— as something that not only ‘does good, but does
you good as well’.

People often ask what is the best thing I have
done. This is impossible to answer as there is such
diversity in the activities my hugely supportive
husband and I have undertaken — from large
ceremonial events, to visiting prisons, and meeting
organisations helping young people struggling with
poor self-esteem and low aspirations. Crucially,
looking back, I can hardly think of anything
that has not been worthwhile in some way. If
pushed, one highlight would have to be witnessing
history being made as the first female Church of
England Bishop, Libby Lane, was consecrated amid
magnificent and moving pageantry at York Minster



and later her installation at a packed Chester

Cathedral.

The year has also been dominated by the
commemoration of the centenary of the start of
World War One. As an ex-WRAF officer I have
been particularly pleased to attend many events
involving our armed forces — from set-piece parades
such as the Mercian Regiment being given the
freedom of towns and boroughs across Cheshire,
to visiting several of the impressive cadet forces or
listening to the drums and pipes at a Royal British
Legion concert. It has been heartening to see the
high regard our armed forces are held in and how

much they themselves appreciate this. S o
o
Cheshire, like every county, has its problems (LOCK&C D)
but perhaps, most encouragi.ngly of all, I am not CHATTE@
aware of any that are not being tackled in some IS==
way and I feel grateful for the opportunity I have S-JameSSStreet
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DORSET

News from and about members

Privilege
and
pleasure

S I write, my shrieval year is coming

to its conclusion, and so this

provides a welcome opportunity to

reflect on a very busy and rewarding
time as High Sheriff.

The early months were full of many varied
events from royal visits to Civic Days, accompanied
by detailed insights into the work of voluntary
groups and initiatives within Dorset, often
unheralded but so effective. The ability to glean
such insights is undoubtedly a key part of the
privilege and pleasure of being High Sheriff, a
role I believe is very valuable in supporting, and
ultimately sustaining, the infrastructure and
traditions of county life. The long, hot summer
provided a delightful context for shrieval duties in
Dorset, with momentum gathering through the
autumn towards Christmas.

While I cannot highlight all the many events
attended, some bear extra emphasis.

The High Sheriff has a clear focus to support
strong values in our society as represented by
the judiciary, emergency services, voluntary
organisations and civic responsibility. It was
particularly inspiring, therefore, to be able to
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Photo: The Stour and Avon Magazine

attend the Dorset Police Annual Awards Ceremony,
where I presented the Teenage Award to the Sir
John Colfox Anti-bullying Ambassadors. An
effective anti-bullying policy is realised through
the work of the students, which is truly impactive,
involving presentations to school leadership teams
and sharing new ideas on how to reduce bullying.
They were thrilled to be recognised for their work.
The legal service was held in the county town
of Dorchester, at the historic St Peter’s Church. It
was a very special moment and the parish could not
have been more welcoming. I am grateful to the
judiciary for their support, and for the opportunity
to attend court during the year. The proud and
fascinating history of Dorset was similarly reflected
in such events as the annual dinner of the Society

Photo: The Stour and Avon Magazine

Above: The High Sheriff
and Councillor Robin
Cook, Chairman of East
Dorset District Council, at
the Commonwealth Flag
Ceremony

Left: Launch of the
Crimestoppers rural crime
campaign in conjunction
with Dorset Police

with representatives

of Crimestoppers,

Dorset Police and other
agencies.

Right: The High Sheriff
presenting the Teenage
Award to the Sir John
Colfox Anti-bullying
Ambassadors



of Dorset Men, and Civic Days which illuminated
county life, whether in an urban or rural setting.
The theme that consistently shone through was the
dedication and enthusiasm of all those engaging so
actively in the local life of the community.

Christmas carol services provided many
opportunities to reflect on the meaning of the
season while listening to the most moving music.
As the New Year was ushered in, there were further
reminders of conflict and the ravages of war
with the marking of the 70th anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz, and Holocaust Day. These
ceremonies provided a compelling reminder of the
need to ensure that memories are kept alive for
future generations.

As spring beckoned, the themes of safety and
communities working together were reflected in
further engagements. The launch of the rural crime
initiative was fun, with innovative material being
utilised to prompt communities to work together
to prevent crime.

Commonwealth Day, the raising of the flag,
and Single Commemorative Act marking the
centenary of the First World War, seemed to
embody the ethos and values of the role of High
Sheriff and my year, focusing on supporting those
engaged in public and voluntary service within the
county, and emphasising the values we hold dear,
especially working together for safe communities.

It has been an immense privilege, and I am
most appreciative of the support of the Under
Sheriff Katharine Jones of Humphries Kirk, and
her staff. I extend very best wishes to Jennifer
Coombs, the new High Sheriff of Dorset, for a

very successful year ahead.

®% Jane Stichbury CBE QPM DL
High Sheriff of Dorser 2014-2015

Photo: Dorset Police
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Above: First World War
commemoration in
Carmarthen with Field
Marshal Lord Guthrie, the
Lord-Lieutenant of Dyfed,
the Mayor of Carmarthen,
the Lord Chief Justice of
England and Wales, Lord
Williams of Oystermouth,
the Bishop of St David's,
Lord Morris of Aberavon
KG, the Roman Catholic
Archbishop of Cardiff, the
Bishop of Menevia and
Roman Catholic Knights
of Saint Gregory and of
Saint Sylvester

Service above self

HAT A year it has been! I knew

it would be busy, exciting and

educational but it has been

much more. It started with my
installation at Aberglasney Gardens on 5 April.
This is a special place for me as my husband
and I are members of this enchanting place near
our home in Carmarthenshire.

My association with the Dyfed Powys Police
and the Fire Service has given me a real insight
into a world that is invisible to most people and
I have been moved to learn many times of the
incredible bravery of so many of these men and
women — duty before self without question. I
hope this close connection will continue. My
husband and I have been fortunate enough to
participate in many commemorative services for
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the fallen in two World Wars. I believe I now
know the relevant parts of the Apocrypha by heart!
Services were held in Carmarthen where a specially
commissioned sculpture was unveiled by Field
Marshal Lord Guthrie with a sermon delivered

by the former Archbishop of Canterbury Lord
Williams of Oystermouth, as well as several other
smaller scale events throughout the three counties
of Dyfed. A cake sale on a rainy Saturday in a car
park in Narberth in Pembrokeshire was organised
by the mother of a former soldier wounded in
Afghanistan and raised a staggering £8,000 in one
morning — and this is an annual event!

As a former broadcaster in both languages I have
been fortunate to be able to gain access to the media
and had the opportunity to talk about the history
of the Shrievalty and the role of the High Sheriff in
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twenty-first century Britain. School children have
been particularly fascinated and as the year has
progressed calls have come from societies in all parts
of the three counties to give after-dinner speeches.
As we have no High Court in Dyfed, it has
been a pleasure to join other High Sheriffs in West
Glamorgan and Cardiff to meet sitting judges
and to attend a special dinner given for the Lord
Chief Justice, Lord Thomas of Cwmgiedd, the first
Welshman to have filled the post in more than a
century. Other notable events have included the
service and dinner for presenting the Royal Charter
to the Welsh Livery Guild, and visits to the Order
of St John headquarters in Wales and the Welsh
Language Society at a meeting in which language,
culture and community interaction took centre
stage. The year has also given me the opportunity
to make Alzheimer's my chosen charity and I've
been able to attend several fundraising events.
The High Sheriff's Awards were also an excellent
opportunity to highlight the work done by many
individuals in their communities.

Dyfed has a long history of welcoming members
of the Royal Family. Last year was no exception
with five royal visits by HM The Queen and
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh who visited several
businesses in Pembrokeshire last summer and
were given a very warm welcome; as were TRH
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge when they
visited the Amoco oil refinery on a particularly
stormy day last autumn, but their serenity shone
through nevertheless. HRH The Prince of Wales
has a home in the county and he made three official
visits during my year in office — twice to visit and
endorse local companies which sell their produce
worldwide. He also visited Llandovery College
which now boasts a brand new nursery school. 1
shall look back at my year in office with pleasure
and particularly with admiration for those in our
communities who quietly place service above self.

o¢ Elinor Jones
High Sheriff of Dyfed 2014-15

Below: Prize-giving at
White Horse Agricultural
Society Competition
with winner Mr Russell
Thomas - the activities
of High Sheriffs can vary
enormously!
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MID GLAMORGAN

News from and about members

A race against time

Opposite page: South
Wales Police Shrievalty
Award presentation to
PSCO Allan Blackburn
with Martyn Jenkins (West
Glamorgan), Assistant
Chief Constable Richard
Lewis, Liz Singer and
David Jenkins (South
Glamorgan)

Below: Lunch to honour
Mary Squire MVO

Back row: Anne Campbell,
Morfudd Meredith,
Heather Stevens, Ann
Jenkins, Jayne James,
Bethan Williams

Front row: Beverley
Humphrey, Kate Thomas,
Mary Squire MVO, Liz
Singer, Barbara Wilding,
Anne Morgan

OW THE year has come to an end,

I have time to reflect on what an

extraordinary year it has been.

Everyone said it would fly by and
after Christmas it seemed like a race against
time to fit everything in.

My interest continued in the work of
Barnardo’s; the charity works in conjunction with
Parc Prison, Bridgend on the Invisible Walls Wales
Project, helping children and families affected by
parental imprisonment. I never once sat beside
anyone at dinner without informing them of
the work, and as a result I was able to introduce
various agencies willing to help. The icing on
the cake came on 9 February, when HRH The
Princess Royal visited the project and talked to
some of the prisoners and their children, as well as
to the staff of HMP Parc and Barnardo’s, showing
great interest. The day after I handed over to
my successor, I attended an awards ceremony at
the prison, where the children of prisoners were
presented with their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
Awards and the fathers with their Leadership
Awards. This has never happened anywhere before;

it involved huge commitment from the staff and

it was wonderful to see prisoners and children
showing pride in each other.

One of the duties of the three High Sheriffs of
Mid, South and West Glamorgan is to sponsor a
Community Shrievalty Award for South Wales Police.
Nominations were put forward and with guidance
from a senior officer we chose a winner. He was
PSCO Allan Blackburn from the Rhondda Valley. He
had recognised a lack of respect for the community
in young people who complained of being bored and
having nothing to do. He was a former professional
boxer and decided to start a boxing club to instill
discipline, a sense of purpose and respect for others.
The club proved a massive success and resulted
in a decrease in antisocial behaviour in the area.

We presented the award in the Brangwyn Hall in
Swansea. I subsequently visited the boxing club in
Tonyrefail and saw the youngsters in action — what
a difference it has made to the community. When it
came to the end of my year and my High Sheriff's
Community Awards, Allan Blackburn and the
Tonyrefail Boxing Club were among my awardees.

In the New Year Honours list, Mary Squire,
Clerk to Lord-Lieutenant of Mid Glamorgan Mrs
Kate Thomas, was appointed a Member of the Royal
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Victorian Order by HM The Queen. Alongside her
duties with the Lord-Lieutenant, Mary has helped
High Sheriffs in nomination in Mid and South
Glamorgan to organise their declaration ceremonies
over several years. We have all found her knowledge
and efficiency extremely valuable, and were so
pleased that she had been honoured. I organised

a lunch for Lady High Sheriffs, past, present and
future, in the High Sheriff’s room in the Crown
Court in Cardiff. Our guest of honour sat down
with the Lord-Lieutenant — herself a High Sheriff
before Mary’s involvement — and ten past, present
and future High Sheriffs of the two counties.

I feel extremely honoured to have held the
position of High Sheriff in my county. I think I
was able to make a difference in some quarters, and
I am so grateful to all the people I have met and
who have made my year so special.

o¢ Elizabeth Singer DL
Mid Glamorgan 2014-15
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WEST GLAMORGAN

News from and about members

Above: Swansea
welcomes three new
citizens with Mark
Mathias DL, the Lord
Mayor of the City and
County of Swansea
Councillor Ceinwen
Thomas and the High
Sheriff of West Glamorgan

On board
for the m

Y SHRIEVAL year started

significantly sooner than I

had initially anticipated. I was

originally due to take office
during 2016-17. However, due to unforeseen
circumstances I was shoehorned into the role for
2014-15. With hindsight, I think I have been
most fortunate.

What a fascinating and memorable experience
it has been. The office really does give one the
opportunity to visit so many different parts of the
county.

I remember a previous High Sheriff comparing
his experience to travelling on a year-long mystery
bus journey; not knowing where it was going and
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early
stery tour

visiting places he had never been to before, even
though they were all in his county. I must say, this
analogy is perfect.

At the beginning of the year everyone says, ‘Do
it your way’. However, what is one’s way? When
you have finished, you do recognise your way.

The past twelve months have been a succession
of interesting and varied experiences, including
award presentations, citizenship ceremonies,
Remembrance services, royal visits and visits from
High Court Judges.

Certainly for me, one of the highlights of
the year was attending the monthly citizenship
ceremonies. Everyone is so appreciative of the
welcome they receive as they become new citizens
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of the United Kingdom and the City and County
of Swansea. It is a very moving occasion and
really worthwhile. It is such a positive ceremony
and all the staff involved help to make it a special
celebration for the new citizens.

With 2014 marking the 100th anniversary of
the outbreak of the First World War I naturally
attended many memorial services. Each one was a
very poignant and emotional experience.

Another highlight of my year was the annual
High Sherift's Awards Ceremony. This year
25 awards were presented, all to very worthy
recipients. One of my favourites was Rhodri’s
Rangers. This group of 11 year olds from
Blaenymaes Primary School in Swansea tackle the
problems of bullying, antisocial behaviour and
also e-bullying, which is becoming increasingly
common. They were delighted to receive their
award and a few days later I was invited to the
school to congratulate the whole team.

I have been fortunate to attend several Appeal
Court dinners in Cardiff. I would like to thank my
counterpart in South Glamorgan David Jenkins
and his wife Sue for the enormous effort they
made to ensure these dinners were always a success.
One particularly memorable dinner took place at
Fonmon Castle, the home of Sir Brooke Boothby, a
past High Sheriff.

Throughout my year I have been supported by
many people, particularly my predecessor Gaynor
Richards, who was a superb mentor, and HM Lord-
Lieutenant, Byron Lewis, whom I would like to
thank for his continuous support and friendship.
We are most fortunate in West Glamorgan to have
such a close link with the Lieutenancy.

A huge thank you goes to my wife Valerie,
who has attended almost as many engagements
as [ have. In fact, 'm sure many people in West
Glamorgan thought Valerie was the High Sheriff
and I was her consort!

It has been an honour and a privilege to have
served as the High Sheriff of West Glamorgan. I am
very grateful to have been given this opportunity.

I extend my very best wishes to my successor
Robert Redfern.

o6 Martyn Jenkins
High Sheriff of West Glamorgan 2014-2015

Above: Handing over to
Robert Redfern (left), my
successor as High Sheriff
of West Glamorgan

Below: Presenting a
High Sheriff's Award to
Rhodri’s Rangers
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Forays In philanthropy

Opposite page

Top: David Lea-Wilson
with Richard Carter, both
wearing their hats at
Richard’s request

Bottom: Bro Aberffraw
Community celebrating its
award of £250,000

IGH SHERIFFS have huge

opportunities to use their

office for good. But with our

very limited power also comes
responsibility — after all if you can't get answers
when you are the High Sheriff when can you?

In a deprived part of Wales (Bro Aberffraw)
where benefit claimants make up 40 per cent of the
population, there are second-generation families
where no one has ever had a full-time job and I
was particularly interested in finding out more and
doing something about this. My initial idea was
to get all the public agencies together and politely
bang heads together! I discovered that this wouldn’t
work as there were more than nine active agencies.
Change has to come from the bottom up so I
talked to seven voluntary organisations.

My first foray discovered a micro philanthropy
fund for Wales and a pitch to them secured £2,000
to start a bike hire enterprise in a beach car park
close to Newborough. This could teach a number
of skills to anyone interested and would introduce
routine and training by servicing a need at local
camp sites. We now have the funds and secure
containers and are negotiating for the bikes.

Next, again through the Community
Foundation in Wales, I heard that the sale of the
Olympic village had released funds into the Spirit
of 2012 Trust, which is dedicated to increasing
participation — in sport, the arts and volunteering
— in fourteen deprived yet inspired communities
across the UK. After some great teamwork, the seven
voluntary groups submitted a bid and came through
stiff competition to be selected for an award
of £250,000.This will be dispersed over the next
two years with the help of an advisory committee
of 11. The money will go to small, local initiatives
that benefit the 5,200 people who live in one of the
most beautiful but most deprived parts of Wales.
The committee plans to make its first twenty £1,000
awards in National Volunteer Week in June 2015.

The other theme that dominated the year was
the commemoration of the start of the First World
War. Of the many ceremonies I attended the one
I found most moving was in a small church near
Holyhead where the candles were snuffed out one by
one until only one was left. This to me symbolised
how close we came to ending the civilisation that
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spawned our legal system. I couldn't help thinking
that the quintessentially British institution of
the Shrievalty would probably have disappeared
had the outcome of the last two world wars been
different. It brought to mind my own grandfather
who flew biplanes in the First World War and
bombed submarines by tipping the plane on its side
and rolling out bombs by hand; and also my wife’s
grandfather who was gassed in the trenches but
survived to tell us how bad it really was.

At my award ceremony I chose Richard Carter,
an armed forces veteran and the oldest volunteer I
found in Wales who, aged 100, continues to make
and sell poppies for the British Legion as he has
been doing for the last 18 years. He asked to wear
his service beret for the photograph and I was
happy to kneel with him and wear my hat as he
received a standing ovation in the court.

It has been a great year and one I feel hugely

enriched by as I hang up my sword and move on.

o¢ David Lea-Wilson
High Sheriff of Gwynedd 2014-15
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HEREFORDSHIRE

News from and about members

Dancing for the Cathedral

Above: The High
Sheriff competes in
Herefordshire’s Strictly
Come Dancing with
Joanna Cobb

HE PICTURES tell so much of the
story. I danced for the Cathedral
Perpetual Trust in April and I raced
in a point-to-point at the end of my
year to raise funds for the High Sheriff’s Trust.
Both were exhilarating and outside my
usual sphere of activities but both resonated
in Herefordshire and brought publicity and
recognition to the Shrievalty. In between times
I was in a suit or my uniform doing many of
the events which will be familiar to readers of
this magazine. I found throughout the year that
interest and respect for the office opened doors that
may otherwise have been closed and shone a light
into corners where the beneficial rays of publicity
often do not reach.
In particular I ran a successful rural crime
initiative with the Chief Constable of West Mercia
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Police. We launched this with a reception for 300
rural businesses and followed it up with regional
meetings around the county. These were well
received and gave impetus to a ‘Stop that Thief’
campaign, extra rural patrolling and a reduction in
rural crime in the county. A couple of significant
arrests came from the campaign. We included in
the partnership the NFU and the NFU Mutual
insurance group and now have in place a system
which has the blessing and funding of the Police
and Crime Commissioner and the Chief Constable,
a secretariat from the NFU and, hopefully, the legs
to take it forwards.

Visiting local charities and special schools and
colleges has been one of the most memorable parts
of my year. The children in Barrs Court Special
School showed so much pleasure at having a visitor
in uniform — and they tried most of it on! Our



Royal National College for the Blind is doing
such a special job for those whose sight is failing.
There are so many minor charities in Herefordshire
quietly doing good and asking no reward save the
pleasure that helping others brings. To visit these
and sometimes help them in small ways has been
both humbling and a delight.

As the year drew to a close people often asked
what had been my favourite part. Well I loved

Howeson,

= @Ry
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it all but in Herefordshire I have really enjoyed
involvement with the Cathedral; in part because
of the magnificence and beauty of the services;

but mainly because its quiet Christian influence,
teaching and principles seem to pervade everything
that is good in this county.

o8 Major Patrick Darling DL MFH
High Sheriff of Herefordshire 2014-15

is experienced in crafting be

Hatter, fit perfectly and remain faithful tor
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Above left: 2013 High
Sheriff Bob Tabor hands
over to 2014 High Sheriff
Patrick Darling

Above: The High Sheriff
in the members’ race

in a local point-to-point
with his daughter Dreda
Darling taking the lead
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Awards raise awareness

WHILE THIS anniversary year of

Magna Carta provides a stark reminder
of the antiquity of the office, a recent
predecessor of mine in Kent remarked
upon the sheer scope of the office of High
Sheriff today. Support for the judiciary at
all levels remains a central feature of the
role and I attended the Crown Courts

at Maidstone and Canterbury on several
occasions.

Together with the ceremonial aspect of
the office, I have found that the role has
offered real scope for involvement in both
the public and voluntary sectors of the
county. I primarily concentrated my time
on programmes working with vulnerable
young people and families, tackling social
problems at their root causes. These early
intervention initiatives aim to engage
young people who are at risk of dropping
out of school, while developing their
aspirations and opportunities and actively
deterring them from falling into the
criminal justice system.

The awards ceremony that I held at
Leeds Castle in March recognised several
organisations involved in this preventative
agenda. Intervention in the early years is
as significant as the effect of neglectful
parenting in the ‘first 1000 days’ on
a child’s development and subsequent
behaviour. Family Nurse Partnership is
a government scheme, which supports
young mothers from disadvantaged
backgrounds from late in their pregnancy
until the child is two years old. The Play
and Learn Scheme (PALS) in Ramsgate
takes experienced play workers into the
homes of parents equipping them with
the skills they need to bring up a young
child. These awards, run in association
with Kent Community Foundation,
proved to be an excellent vehicle to raise
the profile of both the Shrievalty and the
organisations concerned.

Addressing the lack of aspiration
among children and young people is a
particular concern in Thanet. I chaired
an initiative to introduce an educational
enrichment programme for five primary
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Winners of the High Sheriff of Kent Awards at Leeds Castle

schools in the area for Year 6 pupils. This
activity was delivered by Canterbury
Christ Church University as part of its
outreach programme to widen access

to higher education for those from
disadvantaged backgrounds.

The large prison estate in Kent is
facing a number of challenges with the
persistently acute shortage of prison
officers in the South East. Fortunately, a
number of charities are operating within
the system exemplified by the Prison
Listener Service — a Samaritan 