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LANCAshiRE is diverse culturally, 
economically and geographically, 
and i wanted to involve as much of 
it as possible in my year. Ceremonial 
and official engagements were many 
including a visit in May by hM The 
Queen to Lancaster when we welcomed 
her Majesty both as our Queen and 
as the Duke of Lancaster. in early June 
our annual service and shield hanging 
ceremony took place in the shire hall 
where i received permission from the 
Constable of Lancaster Castle to hang 
my shield alongside those of my 800 
predecessors in the county. 

i visited our six prisons and secure 
units and observed the focus on reducing 
re-offending and preparing prisoners for 
release. in the wake of cuts governors 
remain focused, optimistic and proud of 
their achievements. Our largest Category 
B prison houses a dedicated braille unit, 
translating books for charities across the 
world. 

Each term a number of high Court 
Judges came to Preston where i joined 
them in court and for dinner at their 
lodgings. i hosted all of them at our 
home, inviting a wide range of guests 
and having some thoroughly congenial 
evenings. Without exception they were 
good company, always appreciative of 
being invited and curious about the role 
and year of the high sheriff.

WhEN i took office in April 2015, 
Leicestershire was bathed in the afterglow 
of international attention surrounding the 
re-interment of King Richard iii and my 
first move was to present high sheriff ’s 
Awards to teams that my wife Janet and i 
had worked with in preparing the Cathedral 
ceremonies. The King’s tomb in Leicester 
Cathedral and the site of his original grave 
nearby continue to attract thousands of 
visitors from all over the world. 

The other backdrop to my year 
was the astonishing turnaround in the 
fortunes of Leicester City Football Club. 
When my year began the Foxes were 
bottom of the Premier League but on 
handover on 8 April 2016 they led the 
League by seven points and during my 
year had gained an incredible 88 points 
and a huge international following. 
some supporters have even adopted King 
Richard as the team’s talisman.

Leicester’s high profile and the city’s 
burgeoning international reputation have 
encouraged civic pride among its diverse 
communities. Outside London, Leicester 
is Britain’s most religiously diverse city, 
comprising substantial communities of 
various denominations of Christians, 
Muslims, hindus and sikhs and many 
other faiths besides; parts of the county are 
equally diverse. Leicester is often held up 
as a model of inter-faith harmony but not 
surprisingly there are tensions, not always 
hidden. As a trustee of the st Philip’s 
Centre, a Christian organisation for the 
study of and engagement with other faiths, 
i had already completed a postgraduate 
diploma in inter-religious Relations, so 
i planned to introduce the shrievalty to 
different faith groups and to help soften 
some of the cultural and religious divides. 

My wife Janet and i joined the 
sikh Vaisakhi celebrations and i was 
interviewed by Vaisakhi radio; i also 
made presentations in the largest 
gurdwara in the East Midlands. We 
attended Leicester’s Central Mosque 
in Ramadan to mark the twentieth 
anniversary of the srebrenica massacre 

Visits to third sector organisations 
working with ex-offenders were 
fascinating. some, such as Jobs, Friends & 
houses in Blackpool, are ground-breaking 
in their ideas. This community interest 
company, run by a serving police officer, 
employs ex-offenders and recovering 
addicts in the building trade. They are 
trained, paid full wages and supported as 
they learn about life ‘outside’.

having a named charity and trying 
to raise huge amounts of money was not 
for me. instead i supported charities by 
visiting, raising their profile and helping 
them to make connections. The passion, 
humility and dedication of the volunteers 
were ever evident, as was the pleasure at 
having their organisation recognised by the 
high sheriff. The RNLi, fire, special police, 
search and rescue services are all volunteers 
working to protect us in our daily lives, 
as are those working with the most 
unfortunate in our society, and they were 
without exception delighted to share their 
experiences. This took me to some highly 
deprived areas of Lancashire, skelmersdale 
being one of the most remarkable where 
fabulous work with the Community safety 
Partnership reaps rewards. 

Among December’s many carol 
concerts i joined a group of people 
from Nightsafe, raising awareness of the 
plight of the young homeless by sleeping 
out in Blackburn for a night. When 

and to join the evening iftar when the 
fast was broken. We were welcomed 
to other sunni mosques (including a 
mosque summer fete) and to Leicester’s 
only shia mosque and we were very 
pleased to attend the formal opening 
of Leicester’s only Ahmadi mosque. i 
accompanied Earl howe, Minister of 
state at the Ministry of Defence with 
responsibility for community engagement, 
when he inspected building works at 
the ‘Earl howe’ mosque in Earl howe 
street, Leicester. We visited the historic 
Orthodox Jewish synagogue and the less 
formal Progressive Jewish Congregation. 
hindus welcomed us to celebrations for 
Ganesh, Navratri, Diwali and holi and 
we were shown round the very modern 

Unforgettable experiences Aspiring to inter-faith harmony

above: the High Sheriff speaking at the Jain temple. Below left: the High Sheriff tucks in at the 
mosque Summer Fete. Below right: navratri Stick dance

swaminarayan temple and the Brahma 
Kumaris’ equally modern centre; we also 
enjoyed excellent hospitality at the very 
ornate Jain temple. We also visited sikh, 
hindu and Muslim faith schools.

i held one Judges’ Welcome service 
in the Dominican church of holy Cross 
and participated in numerous services in 
Leicester Cathedral, notably my Magna 
Carta Justice service, which was well 
attended by many representatives of 
other faiths. Leicestershire’s diversity is 
enriching and colourful – but as i write 
this the priority for all Leicestershire’s 
citizens is to paint the League blue.

  Gordon Arthur
High Sheriff of Leicestershire 2015-16 
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i volunteered for this it was a warm 
summer’s day. As December neared i 
thought i might have been a bit rash so 
spent some time designing my cardboard 
shelter and was thankful for it. Among 
several visitors over the night the least 
welcome was storm Desmond.

On 10 April 2015 i processed into the 
Council Chamber in County hall, Preston, 
proud and slightly self-conscious in my 
uniform. Two weeks ago i repeated the walk 
still proud and with a year’s unforgettable 
experiences upon which to reflect. 
Throughout the year my husband Robert 
has accompanied me and has enjoyed it as 
much as i have, and i am grateful for his 
support, patience and encouragement.

 Amanda Parker JP 
High Sheriff of Lancashire 2015-16

above: outside lancaster castle before proceeding to the Shire Hall photo by denis oates
right: early rising after a night sleeping on the streets of Blackburn in my special cardboard shelter

above: presentation of High Sheriff’s award to 
Sgt Steve Hodgkins and employees of Jobs, 
Friends & Houses in Blackpool 


