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WEST MIDLANDS
News from and about members

BEING HIGH Sheriff of the West
Midlands has been an intense but enjoyable
year. From the onset, being involved with
High Court and Circuit Judges, JPs and
the judiciary in general has been most
stimulating and what particularly stood out
was what excellent company they all are.
Very dedicated to their profession and hard
working, they are under a lot of pressure
but continue to press on regardless.
Annual justice services in Birmingham and
Wolverhampton were very well attended
by the public and it became clear that
there is much public appetite for tradition
combined with support for the judiciary.

In Coventry on Remembrance
Sunday, many thousands of people
attended the service, queuing from
early hours and bringing flasks of tea,
and blankets; very touching indeed and
indicative of the broad support that exists
for the armed forces. To a great extent
this experience was repeated at other
ceremonies in the region.

We have been fortunate in attracting
a number of royal visits during the year
and it is notable that these visits are very
popular and well attended. Inevitably
those of TRH the Duke of Cambridge
and Prince Harry and their charming
partners would tend to attract most
attention but the note of informality they
struck was unexpected and disarming.
Coventry is very much a student city and
the degree to which students welcomed
the royal visits there is a very good
indicator for the future.

Tradition in safe hands

We made five visits to West Midlands
Fire Service HQ, Fire Cadets, and
Safeside, learning centres inspiring visitors
to think and act safely. High Court
Judges accompanied one of the visits
and left very impressed with the efforts
of the service and volunteers. The Police
and Crime Commissioner was helpful in
explaining his office’s mission and a visit
to the armed response unit firearms range
proved an eye-opener: a very efficient
unit. I was invited to present awards at
the ambulance service annual awards
ceremony and a number of recipients said
they were ‘only doing their job’, although
to anyone else they were heroic in their
deeds. This also applied to court award

At attention with West
Bromwich Fire Cadets

Above: School visit to the Safeside facility
in Birmingham

Above: Recipients of court awards at
Birmingham Magistrates’ Court

recipients, where I was pleased to present
awards to nine people at Birmingham
Magistrates’ Court.

There was a steady stream of
invitations to cathedrals, churches,
mosques, synagogues, temples, and the
charitable sector in its broadest sense. The
High Sheriff ’s uniform was particularly
well received and therefore I wore it on as
many occasions as possible as that is what
people expect.

Although I attended around 200
events I also had to turn down many
because of clashes, which was frustrating
all round. I prioritised those events
involved with my two themes – young
people and social cohesion – and this
proved a useful template for the year.
A vast amount of voluntary effort is
expended by many good people and this
was a heartening aspect of the year as a
whole.

It has been a great honour and
privilege to have been the High Sheriff of
the West Midlands and my wife Connie
and I take away many happy memories
and feelings of admiration for the efforts
of others.

John Hudson OBE DL
High Sheriff of the West Midlands 2017-18
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WEST SUSSEX
News from and about members

DID YOU have fun? What was the best
bit? These are the two questions I am
asked most about my time as High Sheriff.

My answer to the first question is an
excited enthusiastic yes, but to emphasise
‘fun’ is perhaps to devalue a little the
whole extraordinary experience. Instead,
two adjectives could describe my year; it
has been humbling and life-enhancing in
equal measure. My answer to the second
question needs explaining.

Five days before my Declaration
ceremony, PC Keith Palmer was killed
outside the Houses of Parliament. His
death focused my mind very sharply
on the largely unnamed, courageous,
modest and selfless people who put their
health and their lives in danger daily
to keep us safe and our society glued
together. My vow to myself, on the day
I declared, was to try to meet as many
PC Palmers as I could, from whichever
path in the life of West Sussex they might
come. Those in charge kindly made that
possible. Sadly, three weeks before I took
off my High Sheriff ’s hat for good, DS
Nick Bailey became critically ill from
nerve agent poisoning, another quiet
hero ‘just doing his job’. So it goes on,
a rolling tide of events in the face of
which, it seems to me, the expression
of gratitude and encouragement
becomes more and more important.

It’s about those we meet
I spent many hours with the men

and women of Sussex Police and West
Sussex Fire and Rescue Service. We talked
seriously and honestly, and laughed a lot.
I was told much, shown much, and above
all trusted; I’m profoundly grateful. The
magistrates – unsung heroes all – and
judges (who welcomed me across the
‘border’ in East Sussex) were unfailingly
kind. The charities I encountered, big
and small, moved me profoundly. Many
beautiful and varied religious services
brought welcome moments of stillness
and time to reflect, dedicate and give
thanks. The governors of the two Sussex
prisons gave me generous chunks of time
and facilitated access to staff and inmates.
My contact with the Armed Forces was
splendid; they were forgiving and patient
with a rather nervous novice in matters
such as medal-pinning! In every corner I’ve
met kindness, gritty determination and
dedication to doing good, often in the face
of great difficulties. I’ve learnt so much.

To future High Sheriffs, I would say
that the office is a special honour, and
a weighty, worthy responsibility. It isn’t
about us. It is about those we meet, those
we can encourage and those to whom
we can say thank you. To be able to say
these simple words, and in so saying make
a difference – for it does – has been the
greatest gift of the year for me.

Above: With Firefighters Kevin Knight, Andy
Grindlay and Chris Revell, Crew Manager Neil
Davey and Watch Manager Paul Wykes
Below: Sussex Police award ceremony at
Arundel Castle

I have cut up a car, scrambled into the
deepest recesses of a lifeboat, been driven
at high speed with the police on ‘blue
lights’, laid a wreath… I could go on. But
my ‘best bit’, apart from the honour of
meeting HM The Queen when she visited
Chichester, has been the people I’ve met.
They would all describe themselves as
‘ordinary’. My goodness, they’re not. West
Sussex ‘behind the scenes’ – just amazing,
and hurray for that!

Emma Barnard
The Lady Barnard, High Sheriff of West
Sussex 2017-18
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