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Inspiration from tragedy 
iT hAs been a year of joy, sorrow and 
privilege and one of the joys of being 
high sheriff has been to recognise, 
encourage and reward the many examples 
of community spirit in West sussex. The 
shoreham air show crash was not an event 
that i had expected to have to face during 
my year in office, but it exemplifies 
brilliantly such a spirit.

i was attending the air show that day 
last August as a guest of the Royal Air 
Force Association for which the show 
has been its main fundraiser. it was a 
beautiful clear summer’s day – a day 
to enjoy and be happy. i had taken the 
salute from the magnificent RAF Falcon 
Parachute Display Team that morning. 
During lunch, i excused myself to see the 
hawker hunter do its spectacular pass 
along the runway and begin the climb 
for its roll. i remember being excited and 
moved by its grace but concerned by the 
seemingly low altitude that initiated the 
manoeuvre. i must mention, at this point, 
that i have a Private Pilot’s Licence and 
knew this particular aircraft well. in what 

seemed, and still seems, in slow motion, 
i remember that something appeared 
drastically wrong and as the inevitable 
happened, nothing could have prepared 
any of us for the dreadful sight of that 
horrific fireball and the gradual, ghastly, 
realisation of all that this was going to 
mean to so many.

For the spectators, the rest of the 
afternoon was also in slow motion. Not 
so for the emergency services who were 
magnificent in the face of appalling horror.

That terrible week in the midst of 
truly torrential rain – would the torture 
never end? – i visited the crash site on 
the A27 bridge with the Lord-Lieutenant 
and the Chief Constable. And tragedy 
turned remarkably to inspiration. The 
police officers patiently shaking the trees 
and bushes for, well, frankly, bits as 
small as fingernails. The volunteers on 
the catering truck. st John Ambulance – 
again all volunteers working twelve hour 
shifts. The white-coated men and women 
cataloguing all the body parts at filing 
cabinets and desks standing upon the 

white traffic lines along the tarmac of the 
A27. strangely surreal, yet oh so active.

i watched them box up some remains 
and as the box was carried to the 
mortuary van to go to Brighton everyone 
stopped work to line the route in respect. 
This happened each time. For a box of 
pieces. And during all this, local ladies 
delivered cakes and Marks and spencer 
and Tesco donated socks and food. There 
was a lovely moment too when some 
children gave one of the police search 
teams a box of Cadbury heroes.

so, from this tragedy a community 
had come together. The fund – managed 
by the sussex Community Foundation 
– has topped £190,000, with £90,000 
already paid out so far to help the 
bereaved families. There continues to be 
help, care and protection for the most 
vulnerable for the good of all. something 
i think that all high sheriffs are proud 
to represent.

 Denise Patterson 
High Sheriff of West Sussex 2015-16

Discovering hidden gems
ThE sECOND half of my shrieval year 
continued to be very busy and included 
many memorable experiences. One of 
the great pleasures of the year has been 
the friendships forged between the 
four Yorkshire high sheriffs and their 
wives. in addition to attending and 
processing at the various legal services 
in the counties, we have visited several 
places together. These included the Police 
National Treatment Centre in harrogate, 
which is a rehabilitation facility for 
injured police officers; the-state-of-the-art 
Police Training Centre near Wakefield 
where we were shown the range of 
facilities, including firearms training, 
driver training and riot control; and a 
number of joint visits to prisons.

The eight of us spent a day in hull, 
first visiting the regional offices of 
the Border Force where we gained an 
insight into the important work of this 
government agency. This was followed 
by an afternoon sail on the humber in 
the sailing boat owned by the charity 
Cat Zero which is led by Jim Dick, high 
sheriff of the East Riding.

We also spent a day visiting two 
organisations in North Yorkshire that 
work tirelessly to help keep us all safe. 

First we went to the little-known outpost 
of GChQ near scarborough which has 
operated in that location for over 100 
years. They explained the important 
work they do in the areas of counter-
terrorism and cybercrime, as well as 
addressing other issues including child 
sexual exploitation, people trafficking 
and smuggling. Later we visited RAF 
Fylingdales which was the site of the 
giant ‘golf balls’, once a prominent sight 
on the North Yorkshire landscape and 
now replaced by a single giant pyramid 
structure. it forms part of the worldwide 
chain of ballistic missile early-warning 
sensors and their radars provide early 
warning of a missile attack. They are 
also engaged in space surveillance, 
monitoring the movements of the tens 
of thousands of items orbiting in space, 
from objects a few inches long through 
to the international space station which 
is the size of two football pitches. 

One of the great privileges of being 
high sheriff is the opportunity to 
discover hidden gems in the county. 
The Wakefield area is the home of the 
‘rhubarb triangle’, a nine-square-mile 
area which is famous for the forced 
growing of rhubarb, a cultivation 

method that was developed in the early 
1800s. Together with Charlie Forbes 
Adam, high sheriff of North Yorkshire, 
and his wife Ros, my wife heather and 
i were part of a group which visited 
a forced rhubarb growing shed and 
listened to an explanation of the growing 
technique from a third-generation 
rhubarb farmer. The rhubarb plants 
spend two years outside and are moved 
into heated sheds in November and 
kept in complete darkness until they are 
harvested by candlelight during February 
and March.

The shrieval year flew by, as i knew 
it would, but it has provided so many 
experiences that will stay with me forever.

 Ed Anderson 
High Sheriff of West Yorkshire 2015-16

Below left: ed and Heather anderson visit 
oldroyds rhubarb Farm, carlton, Wakefield

Below: Yorkshire High Sheriffs and wives 
at raF Fylingdales: Jim dick (east riding), 
christine dick, John Holt (South Yorkshire), 
ros Forbes adam, ed anderson (West 
Yorkshire), lynn Holt, Heather anderson, 
charlie Forbes adam (north Yorkshire), Station 
commander Wing commander dave Keighley


